42                     PALACES OF THE ZIPA

Malays in Sumatra, the Malagazis, Fijis, and
certain negro tribes of the Niger.

The capital of the Zipa was at a place called
Muequeta, surrounded by lakes and branches of
the river. Here were the various buildings and
storehouses which together formed the sovereign's
palace. The walls were of wood and adobe, and
the roofs were thatched. The interior was more
suitable for a regal court. The walls were lined
with canes secured by cords worked into patterns
in various colours, while cotton cloths covered the
wooden thrones and chairs, and the ground was
carpeted with matting. But no detailed description
of the Zipa's palaces has come down to us.

The Zipa also had several pleasure houses
in the country. There was one at Tabio, with
gardens and baths of thermal waters ; another at
Tinansuca on the descending slope of the cordillera ;
another at Theusaquillo on the site of the present
city of Bogota. The Zipa was carried in a litter,
a privilege which he alone enjoyed. On his death
the Zipa's body was embalmed and placed in
the trunk of a hollowed tree, lined with gold.
The secret of the place of sepulture was well kept,
and never disclosed to the Spaniards. The bodies
of Usaques were buried in vaults, with jewels,